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As always, I am delighted to introduce our first newsletter of the calendar year and update parents/ carers/ the wider community on the exciting work we are doing at The Edge! 

The Spring Term 2020 has seen the official launch of our “Safe, Ready, Respectful” curriculum and I would like to take this opportunity to share with those of you who may not be fully aware of it a little more information about our vision and ethos.
The Edge aims to be a welcoming, stable and friendly place for our students. We aim to provide the best possible environment for students to learn and develop with an understanding of the world around them. Together, we strive to bring the best out of our students, ensuring that they maximise their potential and are prepared as fully as possible for reintegration to mainstream education or for progress to further learning and life – be that post-16 study, employment or training. 
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Our aim is to offer what our students need to help them make the most of their potential. This requires a highly flexible approach, specialised skills and lots of experience in working with young people with additional needs. Our challenge and motivation is to be the best Alternative Provision in Birmingham.
Whilst mainstream schools are incredible forces for good in society, helping to socialise, educate and engage the next generation, the journey through mainstream education, for some youngsters, is not a smooth one. For some students, success in the education system means we have to offer something different. 
At the Edge Academy, we challenge students to take responsibility for being SAFE, modify their behaviour, improve attitudes to school life and make academic progress across the range and breadth of curriculum opportunities available. In addition to classroom-based learning, students are provided with enrichment opportunities throughout the academic year.
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We respect that all of our young people are individuals 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and life-experiences. We passionately believe that by assisting them to overcome their personal barriers, they should be entitled and READY to access the full-range of opportunities available in society.
One of our core values is to place children and families first. At The Edge, our families get to know the teams who support their child well and are actively supported to work in partnership with professionals. Right from the start, we make sure that we are RESPECTFUL to spend time listening to our young people and their families to find out as much as we can, as together we develop the start of their Edge learning journey. We continually develop and adapt our support for each family, so that whilst caring for their children, we also acknowledge our responsibility to listen to and understand the needs and priorities of parents and carers.
The Edge Pledge
We WILL support students to be:
SAFE – to make positives choices to keep themselves and others safe.

READY – to succeed in the world beyond school.
RESPECTFUL – to treat and value others as equal individuals.
We WILL ensure our students are successful by: 
Understanding their individual social, emotional and behavioural needs, focusing on their happiness and safety by nurturing their self-esteem.

Teaching the importance of respecting and valuing other people and their environment.

Seizing opportunities within and beyond the national curriculum to support learning and enhance development.
We WILL bring the best out of our students by:
Helping them fulfil academic potential by re-engaging them in learning.

Enabling each of them to understand and adopt a healthy, active and environmentally friendly lifestyle.

Listening and responding flexibly so each individual can achieve their potential.
All of our curriculum information is detailed in full on our website, if I can help and support in any way, please feel free to contact me directly via e-mail at andrew.wakefield@theedgeacademy.co.uk 
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Andrew Wakefield, Principal
[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.jpg]The Edge

Academy
Alternative Prowsmn 17-16 School





We were delighted to host the grand opening of our library at the end of the Autumn Term. The event was attended by staff from The Edge and partner schools, students, governors, neighbours and other members of the community. The library was officially opened by local celebrity Casey Bailey, who also performed some of his poetry at the event.
Casey is a writer, poet, spoken word performer, rapper and secondary school senior leader with a Masters in Education; through the different strands of his work, he aims to pull together his passion for the development of people and academia. He provides social commentary and analysis through his poetry, lyrics and articles.
Claire Fairburn, Assistant Principal and lead teacher of English at The Edge said, “The creation of a library is a huge marker for us as we serve some very special children whom for various reasons, education in previous settings has not worked. Last year our students improved their reading ages by two years on average and we believe the opening of the library will allow us to have greater impact still”.
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In December, staff and students were delighted to attend the premiere of our “Facing Forwards” music video at a packed Symphony Hall in Birmingham at the British Police Symphony Orchestra’s prestigious “Proms Night Spectacular” concert. 
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The premiere marked the culmination of two months of work with the orchestra as part of the “Key Change” initiative; every student in school had the opportunity to play a classical instrument at the beginning of the project before a smaller group of students wrote a song and composed their own music during weekly rehearsals.
The school were also delighted to welcome Alison Cope, the well known local anti-knife crime campaigner and Kurly McGeachie, a local poetry workshop facilitator, into the sessions alongside the orchestra. Through their work with Alison and Kurly, Edge students came up with a set of inspiring lyrics describing some of the problems young people in the local area face and how they can be overcome with an attitude of positivity and hope. The final video can be accessed on the school’s website at: https://www.theedgeacademy.co.uk/facing-forwards-film/
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As you will see from the pictures in this newsletter, we have again been able to provide students with a huge range of different educational experiences in recent months. 
Amongst numerous other activities, we have:
· Entered our first ever Key Stage 3 football “six-a-side” tournament and collected our first ever silverware!
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· Continued to develop our work experience links with our friends at Envirohort, Southside, The Albion Foundation and Work ‘n’ Learn.
· Invited motivational speaker Alim Kamara in to deliver inspiring sessions to all of our Key Stage 4 students.

· Extended the variety of PE opportunities on offer through our links with Sportszone, Focused Minds, and external venues such as Creation Skate Park. 

[image: image19.jpg]


[image: image20.jpg]



[image: image21.jpg]



· Run an “ICT and Photography” activity day for all year groups which included an educational session at the Apple store in Central Birmingham.
· Ensured that in every single “Feelgood Friday” enrichment offer, students can choose a “Cultural Capital” option of a visit to a venue of local interest.
· Further developed the role of the student council and run a democracy project on uniform coinciding with the general election.
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A further reminder that as well as handing letters, newsletters etc to students regarding academy news, we now put all letters on our website (www.theedgeacademy.co.uk) and text links to you each time this happens. We also post reminders on Twitter (address @edgenorthfield or go to website at www.twitter.com/edgenorthfield), Facebook (address @edgeacademynorthfield or go to website at www.facebook.com/edgeacademynorthfield) and Instagram (address @theedgeacademynorthfield or go to website at www.instagram.com/theedgeacademynorthfield). We now also have a brand new You Tube Channel that you can subscribe to by searching for “The Edge Academy, Northfield”!
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We now have students from all areas of Birmingham, but also from Coventry, Worcestershire and the Black Country on our growing roll. If you are a senior leader from a school in the Midlands interested in placing a Key Stage 3 or Key Stage 4 student with us this year or in 2020/2021, please e-mail Vice Principal Adam Smith at adam.smith@theedgeacademy.co.uk .
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1. Principal’s Introduction











2. Opening of The Edge Library











3. Friday Brunch Reward Event








3. Symphony Hall Event











3. Friday Brunch Reward Event








4. Educational Experiences











3. Friday Brunch Reward Event








5. Communication
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6. New Admissions











3. Friday Brunch Reward Event











Instagram: @theedgeacademynorthfield  Twitter: @edgenorthfield  Facebook: @edgeacademynorthfield
Instagram: @theedgeacademynorthfield  Twitter: @edgenorthfield  Facebook: @edgeacademynorthfield

