Key vocabulary for Chopin set work - preludes


Key Vocabulary for Chopin Set Work
Accented Notes – Notes that have a > under them, meaning that they need to be emphasised more than others.
Acciaccatura – An ornament where you play the note just above the note written very quickly
Chordal support – Where a melody is supported by Chords – e.g piano music
Chromatic Notes – Notes that are not included in the Key signature – often marked with a #, b, or §
Crescendo -  Italian term for getting louder – also looks like 
Diminuendo -  Italian term for getting quieter – also looks like
Dominant Chord – The chord of the 5th note of the key or scale – e.g Ab of a Db
Enharmonic – A different way of saying or writing the same note e.g. Ab or G#
Forte – Italian for Loud
Fortissimo – Italian for very loud
Homophonic Texture – Melody and accompaniment
Inner pedal – A long held or repeated note being played in the middle of the musical texture
Inverted Pedal – A long held or rep[eated note being played at the top of the musical texture
Modulating – Moving from one Key to another – e.g from Db Major to C# Minor

Monophonic Texture – Single line melody
Octaves – Playing two notes of the same name, eight notes apart e.g C and C
Ped – A sign to say when the piano pedal should be pressed.  There is sometimes a * sign to tell you when to lift the pedal back up again
Pedal – Meaning a long held note – e.g the Ab or G# being played over and over again at the bottom of the musical texture
Piano  - Italian term for quiet or soft
Pivot Note – A note both common and important to both keys and used as a pivot top change between the two different keys
Sequence – A section of the piece that is repeated slightly higher or lower

Sostenuto – Meaning very sustained.  Often implying that the sustain pedal on the piano should be used
Step-wise Melody – Parts of the melody that are moving in step (like climbing the stairs)

Tonic Chord – The chord of the keynote or first note of the scale – e.g. Db Major of a Db Major scale
Turn – An ornament whereby you play the note written, note below note written then note above
4 bar phrase / 2 bar phrase – Like a sentence before any punctuation
